THE EMPEBOR AT WILHELMSHOHE

to the era of revolutions and wars, they would not
have acted in this wise. They would have declared
that there was in France no stable government and
consequently no legitimate government; that so long
as this condition of things continued, they would re-
gard the suspension of hostilities only as a truce and
would take measures to be in a still more favorable
military position if the struggle should recommence;,
but that, so soon as France should have a govern-
ment which was accepted by the whole nation and
based on right and equity, they would care more for
future peace than the possession of some dissatis-
fied departments torn away by force from a deeply
wounded nation. Such a course would have been a
noble policy. Hatred of Germany would have dis-
appeared as if by enchantment, peace between the
two countries would have been assured for many
years to come, commercial confidence would have
revived, trade would have immediately regained its
former vigor and the Emperor of Germany would
have won greater glory than that which he will gain
through the forcible possession of Metz and Stras-
burg. I write to you, my dear Countess, as though
you were the minister of foreign affairs. But I find
much comfort, in the midst of the general anxiety
which, surrounds me, in speaking thus freely with
you."

A few days later, the Emperor again wrote to
the Comtesse to thank her for all she had done in
the cause of peace, and the correspondence was car-
ried for some little time longer, but the copies of
these letters are not in my possession, and the orig-
nals, as published in Germany do not possess, it
seems to me, the interest of those given above.
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